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‘Aland south of Bergen where Hild grew 
арч her father, Hrafnkell, T 
years m Thorfinn raided this йг 
with Askeladd’s band and Killed Hrafnkell. | 
Hild fell down а canyon and survived | < 
the attack. i хаг 
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S | Trt’ tad stops Ме е way through Europe on their tracing 
: SOUTH - rip from Iceland to far-off Greece, A bear attacked Thorfinn as soon — 
as they disembarked, and it was the hunter named Hild who saved them, 


| THORFINN EINAR | BUG-EYED 
а Зоо -THORFINN 


(ЛИНЕ э ‚„Є>— 
| love the children s book series, Meke Viking In them, there's a circular saw 
that cuts lumber using the power of a water wheel, invented by the young 

іске, the protagonist. That story came in very\handy for this volume. Swedish 
author Runer Jonsson's Meke Viking was turned into а hit animated show in 
Japan, which many of my countrymen would recognize. It tells the story of 

Vicke, а Viking-era boy, who is rather. timid, despite being the only son of the 
mighty Chief Halvar, Vicke loves peace and detests violence, andis very clever, 
often devising new ideas and inventions to, get people\out of trouble. Whenever 
he makes а new discovery, Vicke says, “Truly important discoveries should 
never be Кери. Ко oneself. Nothing good will come of hiding it. And if you share 
your knowledge with others, they will do the same to you. Things will be better 
foreveryone!” 
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| What а sharp kid! He‘s.always ready to help out anyone, even Говв of his 
father:-Halvar. It's Vicke's most wonderfül-qualiti:. | love the simple and 
ШЕ ШТ vision 0f-a protagonist, and. of 
humanity, that exists throughout the- Міка Viking 
series, t makes me wish real-life. could be that 
Way. There's по need to assume that a Viking 
must bravely sail and pillage to be a Viking. Real; 
just truths до not-always align with cultural 
assumptions. | try never to forget that. 
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ВЕВСЕМ, ІМ 
NORWAY. 


WE'RE USING 

THE ANNEX 

OF A FRIEND 
OF LEIF'S. 
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ALL RIGHT. 
THERE WAS 
NO POISON 

TO BEGIN 

WITH. 
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JAR OUT OF 
THE SNOW, 
IT WAS 
FILLED WITH 
PLAIN OLD 
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SHOULD ВЕ 
CONCERNED 
WITH YOUR 
OWN HEALTH 

FOR NOW. 


ти. BRING 
EVERYONE 
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MORNING. 
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WANT TO 
WALK LIKE 
YOU DID 


THAT MEANS 
RECUPERAT- 
ING HERE AT 
LEAST UNTIL 
SPRING. 


BEFORE, 
YOU NEED 
ABSOLUTE 
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THAT'S 

WHAT YOU 

THOUGHT, 
ISN'T IT? 


THAT'S 
NOT 
FAIR. 
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DON'T 
WORRY. I 
WON'T TRY 
TO GIVE 
ИР МУ LIFE 
AGAIN. 


BORROWED 
LIFE NOW. 


UNTIL THE 
DAY I CAN 
RETURN IT TO 
HILD, І MUST 
TREAT IT 45 
PRECIOUS 
GOODS. 


DON'T 


FORGET WHAT 
UNTIL WE WE SWORE 
2” ВЕРОВЕ АВМ- 
аА HEID'S GRAVE, 
шэг BROTHER. 
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ALLOWED 
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YE DRINR 
EVERY HOUR 
OF THE DAY, 

EVERY DAY 
OF THE 
WEEK, JUST 
BECAUSE IT'S 
WINTER!! 


WHATE'ER 
HAPPENED 
TO FIXING 
THE WALL， 

LIKE YE KEPT 
GOING ON 
ABOUT?! 


WORKING YER 
WAY UP TO IT?! 
THE ONLY THING 
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YERSELF UP TO” 
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YE DIDN'T NN 
WORK ОМ 

IT YESTER- 
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SHOW YE A 
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CHILD 15 А 
TREASURE. 


SURE TO CUT 
HIS NAILS; 
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SCRATCH 
AT THE RASH 
ON HIS 
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YOU GET IT? 
WE'RE ON A 
HARROWING 
LONG-DISTANCE 
JOURNEY! 


WE CAN'T 
DO THIS! WE 
самт TAKE 
кави ALONG. 


COMPLAIN- 
ING THIS 
TIME. 


\ HIM ALONG, 
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YOU THINK 
YOU CAN 
JUST KEEP 
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THING сит А 
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WELL, IF 
YOU'RE SUCH 
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THE LAST ONE 
ALIVE AFTER ALL 
OF HUMANITY 
IS DEAD! HAVE 


I'VE BEEN 
THINKING THIS 
FOR A WHILE, 
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GOING TO SAY 
IT: YOURE 
COLD! 
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THIS IS GOING 
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THIS SHIP, 
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CREW WAS 
AFTER 08. 
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FAR AHEAD OF 
46, THINKING 
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ABOUT TO 
CATCH UP. 


HEY! 
SOMEONE 
TAKE THIS 

BABY! 
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FORGOT. 
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WE 
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WHY 
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Translation Notes 


Thing, page 261 


The name for the assembly of local leaders in Germanic and Могзе cultures. The 
Icelandic Althing is famous for being essentially the oldest active parliament in the 
world, dating back to 930 AD, but the concept itself was practiced far and wide in 
Northern Europe, and forms the basis for the English word “thing,” as in “matter” 


or “object.” 
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ASK YUKIMURA 


Kodansha Comics: In your afterwords, you often delve into the 
extensive research you performed for Vinland Saga. Have you begun 
to see anything in your everyday life differently since you began 
drawing the series? 


Yukimura: After receiving this question, I thought long and hard, 
but it seems there hasn't been much of a change in my own self- 
awareness or consciousness. Vinland Saga started serialization 

12 years ago. At that point, I had already wrapped up most of the 
research and data collection for the series. The general story had 
also been decided by then, too. So the work that I had planned 
back then, despite some delays here and there, has been moving 
along quite smoothly. In regards to the work itself, the daily ins 
and outs are quite monotonous. When I think back on it, those 12 
years really flew by. I was scribbling away at my desk, drawing, and 
before I knew it, so much time had passed. The way I see things 
hasnt changed due to Vinland Saga's serialization, but during its 
serialization, I got married and was graced with three children— 
that really changed my way of thinking and how I lived. One room 
іп my home is an office, so I’m always with my kids. I’m constantly 
thinking that I have to be a role model for the kids. Back before 
Vinland got serialized, I used to live alone, and compared to those 
days, my life now is much more proper. 


Kodansha Comics: Wildlife appears in the story often-each animals 
individual personality and artwork has enriched the rest of the story. 
What inspires you to focus on the symbolism of certain animals? Are 
there other animals you wish you could include? 


Yukimura: Take the bear, for example. Its Europes strongest land 
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animal, and I've always wanted to draw it at least once. Drawing а 
bear means the art will be nice and flashy, but its worth depicting 
specifically because of how it symbolizes a brute strength that 
cannot be reasoned with. One day, it just hit me that the way each 
character interacts with the bear can reflect how they deal with 
violence. Thorfinn would want to escape, but if that’s not possible, 
he would try very hard to only counter the bear. Hild, in order to 
survive, would think up a method of attack that goes beyond the 
bear's abilities. Thorkill would fool around and tease the bear for his 
own amusement, and then kill it. From the bears perspective, it's 
quite troublesome to have to deal with humans at all. 


Icelands terns are well known as the birds that fly the longest 
distances in the world. In the summer, they lay eggs in the Arctic 
regions. Later in the year, during the winter, they fly to Antarctica. 
They're migratory birds with extraordinary vitality. Actually, 
researching terns helped me really solidify Gudrids character. She's 
truly “а tethered tern” 


What ГП be drawing next is not yet fixed, but I think ГЇЇ be drawing 
lots of wildlife. Not just animals, plants too. There may be lots of 
new flora and fauna in Vinland—the likes of which Thorfinn and 
his crew have never seen before. I'm very excited to draw them! 


Kodansha Comics: You've shared with us previously that you wanted 
to create a new type of shonen hero who does not use violence to solve 
all of his problems. Of course, the character drama has remained 

very tense and engaging even in these later chapters, but were you 
concerned that, once the story began to focus more оп Thorfinns 
pacifism, readers would miss the exciting action from earlier in the 
series? 


Yukimura: Absolutely. I've been worried about that since the arc 
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where Thorfinn became а slave. Well, I planned that since before 
Vinland Saga was published, so I've been worrying about this issue 
since before I drew chapter one. (Laughs.) I even recall that some 
people scolded me over social media. 


As long as manga is entertainment, I recognize that it is the creator's 
job to make something that readers truly want, and can enjoy. A 
triumphant hero whos super cool in battle—I understand that that's 
what the audience desires. 


However, I racked my brain over whether or not I could create a 
hero thats even more awesome than the aforementioned battle- 
ready protagonist. Then I realized that it's also my job as a creator to 
try really hard to make this kind of hero. I know this is a bit self- 
serving, but I secretly hope that you will be sympathetic and read 
Vinland Saga as partially an experiment in achieving that... Well, if I 
write that here, then it's not very secret, is it? (Laughs.) 


I am illustrating a hero that I believe is awesome, from the bottom of 
my heart. Perhaps it is unbecoming of an entertainer to be so selfish, 
but if my readers can embrace this—well, nothing would make me 
happier. ГЇЇ work hard to be worthy of your continued support. 


[hat's all for now. I will keep creating and putting forth my best 


efforts. I am grateful for your continued support going forwards, 
and hope you will join me to the end of this journey! 
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HOPPINESS ` 


2» vaAR—— 
By Shuzo Oshimi 


From the creator of The Flowers of Evil 

Nothing interesting is happening in Makoto Ozaki's first year of high 
school. His life is a series of quiet humiliations: low-grade bullies, 
unreliable friends, and the constant frustration of his adolescent lust. But 
one night, a pale, thin girl knocks him to the ground in an alley and offers 
him a choice. 

Now everything is different. Daylight is searingly bright. Food tastes 
awful. And worse than anything is the terrible, consuming thirst... 


Praise for Shuzo Oshimi's The Flowers of Evil 


"А shockingly readable story that vividly—one might even say queasily—evokes the fear 
and confusion of discovering one's own sexuality. Recommended." —The Manga Critic 


"A page-turning tale of sordid middle school blackmail." —Otaku USA Magazine 


; : \ қ 
"A stunning new horror manga." —Third Eye Comics 
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By Kazuhiro Fujita 
Deep in Scotland Yard in London sits an evidence room dedicated to the greatest 
mysteries of British history. In this “Black Museum” sits a misshapen hunk of 
lead—two bullets fused together—the key to a wartime encounter between Florence 


Nightingale, the mother of modern nursing, and a supernatural Man in Grey. This 
story is unknown to most scholars of history, but a special guest of the museum will 


tell the tale of The Ghost and the Lady... 


Praise for Kazuhiro Fujita’s Ushio and Tora 


“A charming revival that combines a classic look with modern depth and pacing... Essential viewing 
both for curmudgeons and new fans alike.” — Anime News Network 


“GREAT! The first episode of Ushio and Tora captures the essence of "905 anime." — IGN 
© Kazuhiro Fujita/Kodansha Ltd. АП rights reserved. 
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S ASUMIKO NAKAMURA, шш, 
1 BANKO КОЛЕ, ҮШІКІ OBATANKASRIOMYOTIKUROE ¢ASINUWATANABE, МІКІМАКІ, 
(СКД SURUCA, HAJIME SRINTOXRERTURO KINONICRINANT (URTRARUSHIMA 


A collection of chilling new Parasyte stories from Japan's top shojo artists! 


Parasites: shape-shifting aliens whose only purpose is to assimilate with and consume 
the human гасе... but do these monsters have а different side? A parasite becomes а 
prince to save his romance-obsessed female host from a dangerous stalker. Another 
hosts a cooking show, in which the real monsters are revealed. These and 13 more 
stories, from some of the greatest shojo manga artists alive today, 

together make up a chilling, funny, and entertaining tribute to one 

of manga’s horror classics! 


© Hitoshi lwaaki, Asumiko Nakamura, Ema Toyama, Miki Rinno, Lalako Kojima, Kaori Yuki, Banko 
Kuze, Yuuki Obata, Kashio, Yui Kuroe, Asia Watanabe, Mikimaki, Hikaru Suruga, Hajime Shinjo, 
Renjuro Kindaichi, Yuri Narushima/Kodansha Ltd. All rights reserved. 


Having lost his wife, high school teacher Kohei Inuzuka is doing his best to raise his young 
daughter Tsumugi as a single father. He's pretty bad at cooking and doesn't have a huge 
appetite to begin with, but chance brings his little family together with one of his students, the 
lonely Kotori. The three of them are anything but comfortable in the kitchen, but the healing 
power of home cooking might just work on their grieving hearts. 


"This season's number-one feel-good anime!" —Anime News Network 


"A beautifully-drawn story about comfort food and family and grief. Recommended." —Otaku 
USA Magazine 
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Gido А agakure/Kedansha L .Allrights reserved. 


/ 


© Hiroyuki Takei/Kodansha Ltd. All rights reserved. 


New action series from Hiroyuki Takei, creator of 


the classic shonen franchise Shaman King! 


In medieval Japan, a bell hanging on the collar is a sign that a са! 
has a master. Norachiyo's bell hangs from his katana sheath, but he is 
nonetheless a stray — a ronin. This one-eyed cat samurai travels across a 
dishonest world, cutting through pretense and deception with his blade. 


"Ап emotional апа 
artistic tour де force! We 
see incredible triumph, 
and crushing defeat... 
each panel [is] a thrill!" 
—Anitay 


"A journey 
that's instantly 
compelling." 
—Anime News 
Network 


Feckless high school student Tatara Fujita wants to be good at 
something—anything. Unfortunately, he's about as average as a slouchy 
teen can be. The local bullies know this, and make it a habit to hit him up 
for cash, but all that changes when the debonair Kaname Sengoku sends 
them packing. Sengoku's not the neighborhood watch, though. He's a 


professional ballroom dancer. And once Tatara Fujita gets 
pulled into the world of ballroom, his life will never be the 
same. 


© Tomo Takeuchi/Kodansha Ltd. All rights reserved. 


Japan's 
most powerful 
spirit medium 
delves into the 
ghost world's 

greatest 

mysteries! 


Story by Kyo 
Shirodaira, famed 
author of mystery 

fiction and creator of 
Spiral, Blast of Tempest, 
and The Record of a 
Fallen Vampire. 


Both touched by spirits called yókai, 
Kotoko and Kuró have gained unique 
superhuman powers. But to gain her 
powers Kotoko has given up an eye 
and a leg, and Kuró's personal 
life is in shambles. So 
when Kotoko suggests 
Э they team up to deal 
_ with renegades from 
| the spirit world, Кигд 
doesn't have many other 
choices, but Kotoko might Ще 
have а few ulterior motives.. 


3439 IRE 


story BY KYO SHIRODAIRA 
ART BY CHASHIBA KATASE 


© Kyo Shirodaira, Chashiba Katase/Kodansha Ltd. All rights reserved. 


The award-winning manga about what 
happens inside you! 


З “Far more entertaining than it ought to be... what 
ЯС kid doesn't want to think that every time they 
cou sneeze a torpedo shoots out their nose?” 
лаза -Апте News Network 
АЛТ 


Зігер throat! Нау fever! Influenzal 
Тре world is а dangerous place for 
ared blood cell justtrying to get her 
. deliveries finished. Fortunately, 
À she’s not alone...she’s got a 
whole human body's worth of 
cells ready to help out! The 
| 9 mysterious white blood 

M rw Ч 7 cells, the buff and brash 
k. NS E- | killer T cells, even the 
cute little platelets — 
everyone's got to 
come together if 
they want to keep you 
healthy! 


O Akane Shimizu/Kodansha Ltd. All rights reserved. By Akane Shimizu 


2. megahit- 


Я ` ` Eater, the- 


` manga апа”. 
anime seen. ` 
" on Toonami! . 


e 


_ "Fun and lively... 
“га great start!" 

-Adventures in 

“Роог Taste 


| —— Ву Atsushi ОПКИ 254. 
The city of Tokyo is plagued by a deadly phenomenon:spontaneous 
human combustion! Luckily, a special team is ‘there}tofquench’ the 
- inferno: The Fire Force! The fire:soldiers at.Special|EireICathedral 8 
are about to get a unique addition. Enter Shinra;.a боумћо possesses“! 


the power to run at the speed ocket,:leaving behind\the}famous . 
"devil's footprints”: (and: 5: the 


Can Shinra and his colleagues discover, the source’ of{thisystrange 
epidemic before the city burns to ashes? 


© Atsushi Ohkubo/Kodansha Ltd. All rights reserved. 


Vinland 5ава 9 
KODANSHA COMICS Digital Edition 


Vinland Saga volume 9 copyright O 2016 Makoto Yukimura 
English translation copyright О 2017 Makoto Yukimura 


All rights reserved. 


First published in Japan in 2016 by Kodansha Ltd., Tokyo. 
Electronic Publishing rights for this English edition arranged through 
Kodansha Ltd., Tokyo. 


No portion of this book may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or 
by any means without written permission from the copyright holders. 


English digital edition published by Kodansha Advanced Media, LLC, 
San Francisco. 


www.kodanshacomics.com 


ISBN: 9781682337592 
Digital Edition: 1.0.0 


Translation: Stephen Paul 

Lettering: Scott O. Brown 

Editing: Haruko Hashimoto 

Kodansha Comics edition cover & endpaper design: Phil Balsman 
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LUCKY MAN: 
I GET TO FIGHT 


NOW PICK THE WARRIOR 
UP THE WHO BESTED 
SWORD. GENERAL 

THORKELL. 


ALWAYS 
FOUND 
ITA 
MYSTERY. 
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..WHY 
DO YOU 
THINK THAT 
MAKES YOU 
STRONGER? 
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LESS TIME 
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TO ВЕЕР ME 
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JOMSVIBINGS 
KNOW HOW 
TO ADJUST 
TO SUIT 
THEIR FOE. 
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NO MORE 
HELP FROM 
ME. THOSE 
THREE ARE 

YOURS 
ALONE. 


WE 
CANNOT 
RETURN TO 
THE BAND 
WITHOUT 
KILLING 
HIM! 
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WE HAVE 
BEEN AMONG 
THE RANKS ОР 
FLOAI|’S MEN 
TO KEEP AN 
EYE ON THEIR 
ACTIVITIES. 


PLEASE, 
MASTER 


THORFINN. 


WE ASK 
THAT YOU 
LEND US 
YOUR AID. 


pua „МА 
Ма: 


PLEASE, 
CALL МЕ 


OUR 
СНЕРТАМ, 
УАСМ, WORKS 
ТО VANQUISH 
THE SLY AND 
CUNNING 
FLOKI. 
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... THE WOLF 
CANNOT LIVE 
AMONG THE 
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FOREVER. 
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SHE'S 
JUST A 
CHILD! SHE 
DOESN'T 

UNDER- 
STAND 
WHAT 
SHE’S 

DOING!! 


APPARENT- 
LY THIS 
PEASANT 
WOMAN... 


..CAN SEE 
THROUGH 
vou TO 
YOUR TRUE 
NATURE. 


FLOHI 
WILL SEND 
A SECOND 

WANE OF 
ASSASSINS, 
THEN A 
THIRD. 


TIME, THESE 
EVENTS 
WILL BE 

REPEATED. 
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МЕАВ 
ВЕВСЕМ 
Thorfinn dueled Hild, а 
hunter who smolders for 
vengeance, and had to rest 
here to recover from his 
five crossbow wounds. То the 
south is the “Calm Fjord,” 
the place that Hild’s father 
Hrafnkell once lived. Eight 
ears ago, as а member of 
Askeladd's band, Thorfinn 
raided the settlement and 
Killed Hrafnkell. _ 


Thorfinn's party travels to distant Greece in the east to sell their valuable narwhal horns | 
and fund their trip to create a nation of peace in Vinland. They stop here to buy rations — 
^ to last them along their route. Jelling happens ere the Danish king resides, в — 
well as Thorfinn's great-uncle, the war-seeki U Пее 


- BUG-EYED 
-THORFINN 
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Length: about 29 inches 

Width thow span]: about 25 inches 
Weight: абон B:5 165 

Мах draw weight [pull tension): 200 Ibs 


е е е 
е е е е е е * e е е е е е е 
e ее ее е e е е е е е е е 


Release Bolt Holding 
5pring 


ГИППЕГ 


Leather 


ТОР ИЕИ/ fletching 


The structure is metal. The drawstring 15 

Hild's own invention, а combination nf several Э 
materials such as animal sinew and linen. It is 

tough, with minimal give. 


FRONT VIEW 


Thanks tn this рату system, Hild needs only 40 pounds 
of pressure to посі the string іп 200 pounds of tension. 
It-can-also-fire up ta twenty times ina minute! Awesome! 
The drawbacks аге its weight and the intense upkeep 
required, 
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Raise the lever, sliding 
the hook arm in front 
of the string. 


When the lever is pulled back to this 
position, it draws the string back to 
the release nut [the catch]. 


The release nut automatically locks 

in place, holding the string back. The 
lever can be returned to its starting 
position, where the hook arm rests 

in its slot. 
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The inner workings ої the mechanism tn ensure the 
release nut rotates into loading position are Hild’s 
own invention, and thus are classified. 
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The construction, *--, son of,” pops up a lot; and in eleventh;century 
Scandinavia, one’s parentage was considered an extremely important piece of ч 
information. Without an understanding of who has, fair claim to ап estate or 
а foundation of power, 00918015 certain to result. Then again, sometimes 
it is the fair claim itself that leads to bloodshed. The Icelandic sagas were 
medieval documents. that tracked, in almost obnoxious, detail, the lineage of 
who married whom, and.who their children\and children's children were. But 
of course, family ties are important in every culture and every era. Even 
Thorfinn winds up in trouble due to family ties, that he cannot simply ignore: 
However! Everyone. has а mother and father. Then come two grandfathers and 
grandmothers each. And-four great-grandfathers and -arandmothers. If you 
trace that-back ten generations...you'll have 2,046 ancestors, just by direct 
| lineage! And if you-include all the cousins and family branches, you can have 
an.enormous number of distant relatives; just within a ten-generation span! 
It's amazing. Perhaps that person you.walk past.on the street is actually а 

| fairly close relative. Maybe-you.and | are Second 
cousins. Мо» really:-We're all related. Let sali 
get along, 
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